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Capital District Clean Communities

September 30, 2010 Meeting

Meeting Notes

Attendance

Wayne Akin, Hoosic Valley Central School

David Ardman, Barton & Loguidice

Steve Brown, Brown Coach

Greg Cuda, Saratoga Bridges

Lawrence D’Arco, NYSDEC

Joe Darling, Darling Transportation Energy Solutions

Dan DiLillo, City of Albany

Ron Dunn, NYS Fire

JoMarie Hanggi, New York Bus Sales

Glenn Havens, Ward Clean Air Products

Stacey Hughes, National Grid

Steve Iachetta, Albany County Airport Authority

Jason Jones, RPI

Michele Kilburn, CNSA/E2TAC

Terry McCart, New York Bus Sales

Pete Rea, NYSDOT Region 1

Troy Rider, Charlotte Valley CSD

Adam Ruder, NYSERDA

Deborah Stacey, CDTC Staff, CDCC Coordinator
Carrie Ward, CDTA

Benjamin Wheeler, NYS Fire

SUMMARY NOTES:  
After Introductions, Deb Stacey showed three video clips from the MotorWeek Clean Cities Archives: Boulder Colorado, NASA and San Antonio, Texas
Boulder Colorado has a city-wide commitment to alternative-fuel vehicles. Boulder has put nearly 200 alt-fuel vehicles into service since 2001.  This lineup includes flex-fuel police cars and light-duty pickups. Along with E85, many of Boulders maintenance trucks and street sweepers use B20 biodiesel.  Propane is also part of the alt-fuel mix. Boulder also plans to convert 15 of their gas-electric hybrids to plug-in power. Charging stations will be installed around town with some of the current coming from solar energy.
In San Antonio Texas students are helping to reduce wasteful vehicle idling. As the first school in its district, members of the Camelot Elementary Green Patrol carry signs with anti-idling messages, reminding parents to turn off their cars during after-school pickup. Parents that sign off on the program display a "Clean Air Driver" windshield sticker. Coordinators say students are learning a valuable lesson at a young age.  The school cafeterias bulletin board is filled with idle-reduction facts and figures. It serves as a constant reminder of how a "Green Patrol" zone can help reduce fuel consumption and improve air quality for the residents of the Alamo City.
NASA engages in good environmental practices throughout its organization and especially in its earthbound transportation fleet. Florida’s Kennedy Space Center is essentially a small city unto itself, and as an active stakeholder in the Department of Energy’s National Clean Cities program, leads by example. Of their city-sized fleet of nearly 1,700 vehicles, an impressive 70% are powered by clean fuels or advanced power technology, including Compressed Natural Gas, E85, Biodiesel, Hybrid electric and a number of pure battery electrics. Most are refueled on-site at NASA’s own depots, and battery charging stations have been set up at various locations around the facility.
After the clips ended, Deb noted that some of the activities occurring in the Capital Region could potentially be showcased in the same manner.  Deb also noted that the anti-idling campaign in Texas could be replicated in the CDCC region and that CDCC has some monies that could be used for posters, stickers and the like.
Coalition members then turned their attention to the agenda:
1. NYSERDA
a. NYSERDA facilitated submissions under the USDOE Clean Cities ARRA.  Eleven CDCC coalition members were approved for funding under this solicitation.  Several of the project sponsors have received their vehicles; the remainders have mostly ordered the vehicles/infrastructure and are waiting for delivery.  Quarterly reports are due to NYSERDA from project sponsors.  Stickers have just been delivered to NYSERDA.  The stickers come in three sizes and must be prominently displayed on the vehicles that have been purchased using ARRA funds.  NYSDERA and the CDCC coordinator will help distribute the stickers to participants.
b. Clean Air School Bus program: This program can be used to cover 100% of the cost, including installation, of EPA certified/verified emission-reducing technology such as: particulate traps or filters and oxidation catalysts that decrease emissions of particulate matter, hydrocarbons, oxides of nitrogen, carbon monoxide, and/or toxic air pollutants are eligible.  This is an open enrollment program that will likely end in May 2011.
2. 
 CDCC: 

a. The Renewable Fuels Association (RFA) has partnered with the CDCC and scheduled an Alternative Fuels Educational Workshop for October 28th at the Crowne Plaza Hotel.  Registration is free to the first 200 registrants.  A similar venue was held in Syracuse and it received a very favorable review. CDCC coalition members are encouraged to attend and to circulate the invitation to others that might be interested. 

b. Deb Stacey reported that she attended the USDOE sponsored retreat for coordinators at the end of September in Rapid City, SD.  USDOE announced new proposed funding levels for coalitions, which are tied to prescriptive task activities.  If the CDCC wants to increase funding for the coalition, the coalition will be required to host some events and do additional fleet outreach,  

3. 
 CDTC: 

a. The vanpool demonstration program gaining momentum.  This program is funded by NYSERDA/NYSDOT. Currently, there are ten vanpools on the road.  These ten vanpools collectively eliminate 8000 miles of travel per day. 
b. CDTC staff has been very involved in the Transportation and Land Use Workgroup of the Governor’s Climate Action Committee.  The goal of the CAC is to produce recommendations that will have the effect of reducing greenhouse gas emissions by 80% by 2050.  The draft final report is currently under review and will be submitted to the Governor’s Office within a few weeks.

3.
NEWS AROUND THE TABLE:

a. Brown Coach: The HEV Schoolbus Demonstration project has been extended through the end of the current school year.  One of the charge sustaining buses was recalled by Leonard Bus because of a battery pack issue and has not been fully tested.  The findings of this demonstration project will be presented to the CDCC coalition at some point in the future.  Brown Coach is the recipient of a NYSERDA grant for a feasibility study of ShorePower in Motor Coaches.  The project will begin shortly.
b. Darling Transportation Energy Solutions: Joe Darling recently retired from NYSDOT and has started a new consulting business, which will help with CNG stations, LNG and other alternative fuel deployment.  Bob Martz from NYSDOT will take Joe’s place at NYSDOT for the short term..
c. Hoosic Valley CSD: The School District purchased two additional Propane School buses using funding from the USDOE Clean Cities ARRA grant program.  The school district will have nine propane school buses in their fleet by the end of the year.  The school district’s fleet consists of 21 school buses.  The existing fueling station will be upgraded to handle the additional capacity requirements.  The six propane buses currently in use average about 4.1 mpg.
d. NYSDOT: Pete Rea reported that NYSDOT is participating in a Park and Ride Lot study that CDTA commissioned.  The study will look at current usage of Park and Ride facilities, projected demand and will identify preferred locations of future lots.  BFJ consulting is working on the study. 
e. National Grid: National Grid is putting the finishing touches on a CNG station that was recently installed on-site.  The station will be open to the public.  National Grid expects to house a half dozen or more CNG vehicles on-site.  The station and vehicles were funded in part by the ARRA USDOE Clean Cities funds.

f. Albany International Airport: Steve Iachetta reported that the Airport has 25 Alternative Fuel Vehicles, including the 6 CNG Parking Shuttles and three CNG pick-up trucks.  The demo for the hydrogen pick-up trucks is moving along.  The Airport is considering the purchase of a CNG commercial lawn mower.
g. City of Albany: The city ordered seven Alternative Fuel Vehicles as part of the USDOE Clean Cities ARRA grant program.  The first few vehicles should be delivered shortly.

h. Charlotte Valley CSD: Two additional propane school buses have been ordered, which will make the school district’s fleet 40% Alt Fuel.  The school district is working on installing an on-site fueling station.

i. NYS Department of State: The NYS Office of Fire Prevention and Control has moved to the Division of Homeland Security.  This Alternative Fuel Firefighter Training Program has been stalled due to the State budget.  The training program is funded through ARRA, and should begin shortly.
j. RPI: RPI is a new member of the CDCC.  RPI hopes to have a start-up car share program in place by January 2011.  RPI has a sustainability Task Force that is pursuing “green” initiatives such as Transportation Demand Management and Alternative Fuels Vehicles.  The college hopes to have a pure Alternative Fuel Fleet within the next five years.  Currently, they use an electric vehicle for parking/ticketing.
Next Meeting

This group will meet again on Thursday December 16, 2010 at CDTC’s offices from 10:00 am to noon.  CDCC staff is open to suggestions regarding presentation ideas for this meeting.
