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Meeting Notes

Attendance

Wayne Akin, Hoosic Valley Central Schools

David Ardman, Barton & Loguidice

Steve Brown, Brown Coach

Craig Cantello, Capital Region Energy Forum

Chad Currin, Capital BioFuel

Lawrence D’Arco, NYS DEC

Tim Davis, Saratoga/Heritage Propane

Rose Anne Dorman, UAlbany

Jeremiah Haley, American Honda

JoMarie Hanggi, New York Bus Sales

Mike Koch, UAlbany

Erwin LaTourette, NYSDOS OFPC

Mary Ellen Mallia, UAlbany

Terry McCart, New York Bus Sales

Adam Rudar, NYSERDA

John Schnebly, US Energy Independence Consortium

Richard Solano, Gorman Bus Sales

Deborah Stacey, CDTC Staff, CDCC Coordinator
SUMMARY NOTES:  Chad Currin from Capital BioFuel provided a presentation on a Bio Fuel Production Plant that he is planning to build:

Capital BioFuels is a company that Chad recently formed because he noticed that biodiesel was not abundantly available in the marketplace and that there is a void to fill.  In addition, Mr. Currin has experimented with producing biofuel from organic waste products with very successful results.  Mr. Currin’s team of experts can produce biodiesel using organic remnants from restaurants, delis, butchers, slaughterhouses, as well as the fast food restaurants.  The quality of the bio-diesel produced using waste products is slightly substandard to that produced using soy, but it is still a good quality and will pass ASTM standards.  It can also be produced for about $2.00 per gallon, which is significantly cheaper that biodiesel produced using soy products.  However, the cost to build the production plant is considerable.
Mr. Currin has a production site in mind, but is willing to locate in any location that would provide enough space for a 40,000 sf production plant.  Mr. Currin is currently speaking with venture capitalists to get the project off the ground.
Mr. Currin’s presentation led to a general discussion about the merits and pitfalls of using biodiesel in the upstate NY climate.  UAlbany uses B20 in the summer and B5 in the winter, but has experienced filter problems, especially in the winter months.  Steve Brown suggested that UAlbany look into using Fuel Pro Filters from DAVCO, which will help UAlbany anticipate when the filter will become clogged.
John Schnebly indicated that he would like to have a sidebar discussion with Chad about possibly locating the bio-diesel production facility at the Port of Rensselaer and potentially piggybacking that project with a project that Mr. Schnebly is working on.

The group thanked Mr. Currin for the information he presented; coalition members turned their attention to the agenda:
1. NYSERDA
a. NYSERDA facilitated submissions under the USDOE Clean Cities Funding Opportunity Area of Interest 4.  Eight CDCC coalition members applied for funding under this solicitation. A total of $13.3M was applied for, to replace over 300 vehicles and for fueling infrastructure projects. NYSERDA was notified that their application was approved.  The eight CDCC coalition members (City of Albany, East Greenbush CSD, Gilboa-Conesville CSD, Hoosic Valley CSD, NYSDEC, SUNY Albany, National Grid and NYSDOS) will purchase 38 alternative fueled vehicles under this program.  In addition, the NYSDOS will receive monies to ethanol fire training.
b. Round 2 under NYSERDA RFP 1613 is due on October 26th.  This program will provide statewide funding for the installation of energy conservation measures including: energy efficiency, renewable energy, and clean fleet projects. Eligible proposers include: municipal governments, public K-12 schools, public universities or colleges, public and private hospitals, and not-for-profits.  This program was made available as part of NYSERDA’s administration of the State Energy Program (SEP) funded by the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA).
c. NYSERDA PON 004 has open enrollment until March 2010 but many funding awards have been made, so the remaining funding pot is small.  Organizations planning on submitting proposals should do so ASAP.  Program Opportunity Notice 004 provides funding to complete Energy Conservation Studies, which can be used to support applications to upcoming project implementation funding opportunities through NYSERDA’s administration of American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) funds. Eligible participants include: municipal governments, public K-12 schools, public universities or colleges, hospitals, and not-for-profits.
2. 
 CDTC: 

a. CDTC recently sent out letters to area municipalities requesting applications for projects to be funded under the 2010-15 Transportation Improvement Program update.  Federal highway and transit monies cannot be spent in the region unless they are programmed through CDTC’s TIP process.  Funding allocations are not known at this point in time, but it was a solicitation for projects will position the region to be ready to move projects forward once allocations are known.  A second solicitation for the CMAQ diesel retrofit program might be forthcoming, but since the Highway Bill is in limbo, and there will be rescissions, the solicitation will be delayed until funding issues are sorted out.
b. CDTC has signed up several employers, most recently NYS Department of Labor and NYS Department of Environmental Conservation.  The Employer Module gives businesses access to some of the administrative features of iPool2, such as estimating emissions reductions based on employee participation rates.  
c. The vanpool demonstration program is moving along.  This program is funded by NYSERDA. The first vanpool got started in August.  Six people commute daily from Johnstown NY to the Watervliet Arsenal, about 110 miles per day. Some press coverage of this vanpool should be scheduled soon.  CDTC/CDTA is hoping to form several more vanpools before the end of the year. 
3.
NEWS AROUND THE TABLE:

a.  Brown Coach: Steve Brown reported that Brown Coach submitted a proposal to NYSERDA PON 1520 for funding to conduct a feasibility study that will evaluate the use of shore-powered Motorcoach HVAC to support anti-idling initiatives.
b. Hoosic Valley School District: The school district just began operating three propane school buses. The 1000 gallon (equiv) propane fueling station is on-site.  Drivers love the buses.
c. NYS DOS-the NYS DOS division of homeland security applied for funding under the DOE Clean Cities solicitation to train firefighters across the state in fighting fires in vehicles that use ethanol.  Training will begin shortly; NYSDOS is open to hosting a course for firefighters for training for all types of AFVs.
d. UAlbany-UAlbany submitted an application under the DOE Clean Cities solicitation for Hybrid-Electric buses.  UAlbany is having difficulty finding an affordable HEV bus for their operations (the Gillig buses that CDTA uses are too expensive).  UAlbany will host a “green” event on Tuesday September 22nd, called SUNYA Destination Green.  The university is also initiating a bike share program on campus.
e. NY Bus Sales—NY Bus Sales sells and services bluebird buses, including propane and HEV buses.

f. Saratoga/Heritage Propane—Tim Davis from Saratoga/Heritage Propane just joined the coalition.  His company distributes propane.
g. NYSDEC—NYSDEC ordered two HEV buses that will be used at Prospect Mountain..

h. Capital Region Energy Forum —The Capital Region Energy Forum held a symposium this past Monday at St rose on CNG Vehicle technology.  A Symposium on Energy Use and Ethics will be held on October 26th at St. Rose.  The symposium is free to attend.
i. Gorman Bus Sales—Gorman Bus Sales sells and services propane buses and hybrid electric buses.  The company has developed a driveshaft/capacitor system that can be retrofit to diesel buses and can achieve a 25-40% increase in efficiency.
j. American Honda—Honda will release 5 cars that get 50mpg+ within the next year.  The Honda Fit will be offered as a HEV.

k. US Energy and Independence—John Schnebly introduced himself to the group and described a waste to energy project that he is working on.  Mr. Schnebly asked to be a presenter at the December meeting so he could describe his project in detail.  Deb Stacey had already invited a speaker for the December meeting; details will be worked out.

l. Barton and Loguidice—Dave Ardman is involved in a project that would create a 20 acre solar farm on a closed landfill.  This project would produce enough electricity to power all the municipal buildings associated with the site and would also sell power back to the grid.
Next Meeting

This group will meet again on Thursday December 10, 2009 at CDTC’s offices from 10:00 am to noon. 

