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Meeting Notes

Attendance

Wayne Akin, Hoosic Valley Central Schools

Gary Bigness, Cummins Northeast

Steve Brown, Brown Coach

Don Cazar, Capital Region Energy Forum

Frank Continetti, Leonard Bus Sales

Lawrence D’Arco, NYS DEC

Joe Darling, NYSDOT

Dennis Dugan, CDTA

Jeff Edwards, Schenectady County Planning Department

JoMarie Hanggi, New York Bus Sales

Bernie Kirk, NYSDOS OFPC

Mary Ellen Mallia, UAlbany

Terry McCart, New York Bus Sales

Mark Noeth, East Greenbush Central Schools

Bob Osgood, Upstate Transit
Paul Patterson, City of Oneonta

Pete Rea, NYSDOT R-1

Adam Rudar, NYSERDA

Chris Smith, Schenectady County DEPW

Deborah Stacey, CDTC Staff, CDCC Coordinator
Marvin Wood, Leonard Bus Sales

After introductions, the discussion led to the items on the agenda:

1. NYSERDA
a. NYSERDA facilitated submissions for diesel retrofit projects under EPA’s National Clean Diesel Funding Assistance Program.  A number of coalition members applied for DERA funding through NYSERDA.  Unfortunately, NYSERDA just learned that none of these projects were approved.  NYSERDA also facilitated submissions under the USDOE Clean Cities Funding Opportunity Area of Interest 4.  Six CDCC coalition members applied for funding under this solicitation. A total of $13.3M was applied for, to replace over 300 vehicles and for fueling infrastructure projects. NYSERDA hopes to be notified by the end of the summer on the status of the application.  Partial funding might be awarded.
b. NYSERDA has released a solicitation for energy efficacy block grant program. NYSERDA will submit one application on behalf of all interested NYS applicants if there is a round II under the USDOE Clean Cities solicitation.
2. 
 CDTC: 

a. A second solicitation for the CMAQ diesel retrofit program will likely be circulated this fall, once the dust settles from the stimulus funding opportunities.  CDTC would like additional municipalities to put forward diesel retrofit projects.
b. CDTC has signed up several employers, most recently NYS Tax and Finance which is located on the State Campus and which is difficult to serve with traditional fixed route transit buses.  The Employer Module gives businesses access to some of the administrative features of iPool2, such as estimating emissions reductions based on employee participation rates.  The Adirondack Glens Falls Transportation Council (AGFTC), the MPO for the Glens Falls urban area has embraced the GreenRide Platform, and has called their site iPoolNorth.  The data bases from iPool2 and iPoolNorth are linked.
c. CDTC and CDTA, in a joint effort with VPSI submitted a grant application to NYSERDA to begin a demonstration vanpool program for the Capital District.  The application was approved.  It is expected that fifteen to twenty vanpools will be created as a result of this $223,000 grant award; the grant monies will be used to subsidize the cost of the vanpool service to the consumer.  The vanpool team is looking for a group of people to sign up for the first vanpool.
d. The Clean Communities website has been redesigned.  It can be viewed at http://www.ipool2.net/CC/cdcc.htm. Coalition members are encouraged to provide feedback on the new design.

3.
Brown Coach:
a. Steve Brown provided an overview of the hybrid school bus demonstration project that Brown Coach is involved in.  Brown received two hybrid school buses which are based on two different platforms.  One is a plug-in and the other is a standard hybrid.  Two identical diesel buses are also being used in the demonstration so that comparisons can be made.  The routes the buses are used on are standardized--four routes are used, each bus changes routes every two weeks and the same four bus drivers are assigned to the buses so that driver influence in performance is minimized.  Brown Coach will collect data for 12 months, through the end of 2009 and then the buses will be delivered to a property downstate for similar testing.  The school buses are in the parking lot for members to look at.  Representatives from Leonard Bus are also present to answer questions.
b. Steve Brown described the engine block heater energy management system that was installed at Brown’s facilities several years ago.  This system was developed in partnership with NYSERDA and RPI.  Brown Coach maintains 66 electric plug-in outlets (90,000 watts).  The outlets are used in the colder months by coaches and school buses.  There is a dedicated electric meter tied to the internet which produces daily reports regarding the load profile and energy usage.  A simpler timed plug-in system reduces utility costs by 80-85% over the “plug-in and forget” system. The more sophisticated system installed at the Brown Coach facilities realizes 91-93% reductions in utility costs associated with pre-heating the engine blocks (over a straight, non-timed system)
4.
OTHER NEWS:

a.  NYSDOT: Joe Darling reported that NYSDOT has proposed a joint venture with Sullivan County to initiate a LNG project at the landfill.  The LNG issue is moving toward reconciliation in the state, so this is a timely project.  Bio-diesel usage will increase from a 6% blend to a 10% blend this year.
b. Hoosic Valley School District: Propane school buses will be delivered by the end of July, the propane fueling station will be installed in two weeks.  The school district applied for funding under the DOE Clean Cities solicitation for additional propane school buses.
c. NYS DOS-the NYS DOS division of homeland security applied for funding under the DOE Clean Cities solicitation to train firefighters across the state in fighting fires in vehicles that use alternative fuels.

d. UAlbany-UAlbany is very interested in AFV technologies.  They have two electric ground support vehicles in their fleet and submitted an application under the DOE Clean Cities solicitation for Hybrid-Electric buses.  UAlbany uses B20 in the summer and B5 in the winter.  The bio-diesel is used on older buses (late 1990’s) and the buses have experienced filter issues.  Joe Darling indicated that their is a certain filter that works better with bio-diesel than others, and that there is also a filter that can be placed on the fuel storage tank end that would help ameliorate the clogging problem.  Joe will provide the information about these filters to UAlbany.
e. City of Oneonta—The city uses bio-diesel in almost all of the city owned diesel vehicles.  However, the city is experiencing supply (and pricing) issues.

f. CDTA—CDTA is using B6 in all their diesel buses.  CDTA experienced clogging issues when they first began to use bio-diesel.  CDTA just received delivery of 21 additional hybrid buses.  One additional hybrid motor coach was also received.  CDTA continues to use the two Hydrogen Prius’s that are being tested as part of a joint demonstration project with the Albany Airport and American Wind and Power.

g. East Greenbush Central Schools-- The school district applied for funding under the DOE Clean Cities solicitation for hybrid-electric school buses.  The school district does not use bio-diesel in their bus fleet.

h. Leonard Bus—Navistar was awarded $10M in USDOE funds to develop a second generation plug-in hybrid school bus.  Navistar is matching the award with $10M.  Sixty prototypes will be tested.  These buses should be able to travel 60 miles on the electric charge.
i. Don Cazar—Don represents the Capital Region Energy Forum.  The Forum is trying to promote CNG as the premiere alternative fuel.  CNG is cleaner than propane and is not a by-product of petroleum.  CNG surpasses 2010 emission standards for heavy duty vehicles.  Diesel technology will have to add urea to meet the 2010 standards.
j. NY Bus Sales—NY Bus Sales sells and services propane buses and hybrid electric buses.  NY Bus Sales is willing to help potential applicants complete applications for grant opportunities.
Next Meeting

This group will meet again on Thursday September 17, 2009 at CDTC’s offices from 10:00 am to noon. 

