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Meeting Notes

Attendance

Wayne Akin, Hoosic Valley Central School

David Ardman, Barton & Loguidice

Steve Brown, Brown Coach

Lawrence D’Arco, NYSDEC

Rose Anne Dorsman, UAlbany, Parking and Mass Transit Services
Ron Dunn, NYS Fire

Jeremiah Haley, Honda

Stacey Hughes, National Grid

Mike Koch, UAlbany

Jon Leonard, Leonard Bus Sales

Pete Marquis, Don Brown Bus Sales

Terry McCart, New York Bus Sales

Bob Near, NYSDOT Fleet Administration

Mark Noeth, East Greenbush Central School District

Nicholas Querques, College of Nanoscale Science and Engineering

Pete Rea, NYSDOT Region 1

Joe Rich, FHWA

JJ Richmond, New York Bus Sales

Adam Ruder, NYSERDA

Ed Sawicki, Matthews Buses, Inc.

Deborah Stacey, CDTC Staff, CDCC Coordinator
Benjamin Wheeler, NYS Fire

Jeff Zimar, New York Bus Sales

SUMMARY NOTES:  
After Introductions, A representative from New York Bus Sales provided a presentation on Propane Vehicle Technology:

Jeremy started the presentation by providing some background information about Propane Fueled vehicles, particularly Propane Fueled School Buses:

Propane is a low cost and domestically produced alternative fuel.  It is non toxic and clean burning.  Propane is in abundant supply in the US—60% comes from natural gas and 40% from refining oil.  Propane has a near zero PM emission.  Propane school buses achieve less mpg than conventional diesel school buses, but the fuel is less expensive and cleaner.  Vaporization creates a cooling effect which reduces valve and upper cylinder temperatures which prolongs engine life.  Fueling stations are eligible for federal grants and there is a 50 cent per gallon VETC credit for the fuel if it is stored on site.  By using the fuel credit, properties can save about $3300 per year per bus in fuel costs (as compared to a diesel bus).  The incremental cost of a propane school bus over a diesel school bus is ~$7500, which makes the payback with the fuel savings is less than three years.  Jeremy distributed hard copies of his presentation to meeting attendees.  Attendees asked a few questions about emissions, comparisons to CNG and Fueling infrastructure.  In response, Wayne Akin reported that the Hoosic Valley School District recently purchased three propane school buses.  The school district partnered with Suburban Propane; Suburban propane installed a tank and pump for the school district at no cost to the school district.  Suburban propane owns the tank and equipment.   Hoosic Valley is very please with the performance of their Propane school buses.
Coalition members then turned their attention to the agenda:
1. NYSERDA
a. NYSERDA facilitated submissions under the USDOE Clean Cities ARRA.  Ten CDCC coalition members were approved for funding under this solicitation. The reporting period ends on June 30th; reports must be submitted by July 15th.  Sponsors need to keep on top of the reporting requirements. Failure to report could result in funding rescissions.  Sponsors around the table provided brief updates to their project status.  UAlbany ordered two hybrid buses; these will be delivered sometime in August.  East Greenbush School District will order their PHEV by the end of July.  NYSDOS is caught up in the NYS budget problem and cannot move forward on the Firefighter training Module until this gets resolved.
b. Clean Air School Bus program: Another round of the Clean Air School Bus Program will be announced shortly. Eligible applicants include municipalities, school districts, State agencies, departments, and public authorities. The program funds can be used to cover 100% of the cost, including installation of the equipment on an existing bus, EPA certified/verified emission-reducing technology such as: particulate traps or filters and oxidation catalyst that decrease emissions of particulate matter, hydrocarbons, oxides of nitrogen, carbon monoxide, and/or toxic air pollutants are eligible.
2. 
 CDTC: 

a. The vanpool demonstration program gaining momentum.  This program is funded by NYSERDA/NYSDOT. Currently, there are seven vanpools on the road, and three are in the process of completing the necessary paperwork.  SEFCU (headquarters across from the State Campus) has a group from Ballston Spa that is willing to give vanpooling a try.  SEFCU is matching the $500/month subsidy that is provided through the NYSERDA/NYSDOT grant. 
b. CDTC has had a Freight Task force which has been inactive over the past two years.  The federal government is putting a new emphasis on Freight Planning.  The CDCC and CDTC will partner and host a freight Conference; part of the conference agenda will include Alternative Fuel Technologies and anti-idling technologies.  Coalition members are encouraged to forward freight contacts or presentation ideas to Deb Stacey.

c. CDTC staff has been very involved in the Transportation and Land Use Workgroup of the Governor’s Climate Action Committee.  The goal of the CAC is to produce recommendations that will have the effect of reducing greenhouse gas emissions by 80% by 2050.  The final report is due to the Governor by September 2010, which is a very aggressive schedule.

3.
NEWS AROUND THE TABLE:

a. Brown Coach: The HEV Schoolbus Demonstration project will be complete for Brown Coach at the end of the school year. The buses will be used by another school district for the next 12 months.  One of the charge sustaining buses was recalled by Leonard Bus because of a battery pack issue. A lot of data was collected during the operation of the three test buses.  The findings of this demonstration project will be presented to the CDCC coalition at some point in the future.
b. UAlbany-UAlbany will offer a car share program to their students and faculty by the time the fall semester begins.  This program will allow people to rent” a car for an hour or more, to run errands or attend meetings, at a rate of $8-$10 per hour.  It is hoped that the availability of these cars will encourage faculty and students to leave their cars at home and take alternative modes of transportation to work and for recreation..
c. East Greenbush CSD—The School District is planning on purchasing the PHEV IC Corp/ENOVA school bus later this year (using funding from the USDOE Clean Cities ARRA funding solicitation)
d. NYSDOT —Pete Rea reported that NYSDOT has a list of freight contacts and that NYSDOT will aid CDTC/CDCC in developing a Freight Conference agenda and mailing list..
e. Honda—Jeremiah Haley reported that Honda will release the CRZ, which is a 6 speed manual hybrid vehicle that will achieve 40-60mpg.  80,000 units will be produced for sale in the US..

f. New York Bus Sales—Terry McCart reported that he attended a Clean Cities event in NYC.  Coca Cola and Verizon were at the event.  Both companies are using hybrids and CNG.
Next Meeting

This group will meet again on Thursday September 30, 2010 at CDTC’s offices from 10:00 am to noon.  CDCC staff is open to suggestions regarding presentation ideas for this meeting.
