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Meeting Notes

Attendance

David Ardman, Barton & Loguidice

Noah Bond Jr., NPB Computers

Steve Brown, Brown Coach

Lawrence D’Arco, NYSDEC

Scott Beecher, Ward Diesel

Dan DiLillo, City of Albany Department of General Services

Sarah Gebbie-Measeck, A/GFTC

Mike Koch, UAlbany

Steve Iachetta, Albany International Airport

Terry McCart, New York Bus Sales

Mark Noeth, East Greenbush Central School District

Pete Rea, NYSDOT Region 1

Troy Rider, Charlotte Valley CSD

Emily Riley, UAlbany NanoCollege

Adam Ruder, NYSERDA

Ed Sawicki, Matthews Buses, Inc.

David Sherry, City of Albany Department of General Services

Joe Tario, NYSERDA

Deborah Stacey, CDTC Staff, CDCC Coordinator
Mila Vega, CDTA

SUMMARY NOTES:  
After Introductions, coalition members then turned their attention to the agenda:
1. NYSERDA
a. NYSERDA facilitated submissions under the USDOE Clean Cities Funding Opportunity Area of Interest 4.  Eight CDCC coalition members were approved for funding under this solicitation. Adam has forwarded contracts to members.  First quarter reports will have to be submitted by NYSERDA for contracts signed before April 1st.  The next reporting period ends on June 30th; reports must be submitted by July 15th.  Sponsors need to keep on top of the reporting requirements. Failure to report could result in funding rescissions.  
b. Over 300 applications were received in response to Round 2 under NYSERDA RFP 1613. This program provided statewide funding for the installation of energy conservation measures including: energy efficiency, renewable energy, and clean fleet projects. Only projects located in NYC and Buffalo are eligible under Round 3; proposals for Round 3 are due April 7th.

c. NYSERDA is reviewing the project proposals that were received in response to the NYSERDA Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant (EECBG) Program. A variety of activities were eligible for funding, including anti idling, traffic signal coordination, transportation demand management activities, bicycle and pedestrian projects, building retrofits, and developing zoning guidelines for energy efficient development.
d. Several area projects financed through PON 1554 will begin shortly. One project will feed real-time speeds (collected using technology that captures information from cell phones) to the 511NY system; a second will install technology at the Schodack Truck Inspection station that would read Commercial Truck ID numbers as they pass by.  A third will develop a microscopic traffic simulation based decision-support tool that can facilitate informed decisions about the best combinations of corridor-level strategies to improve a corridor’s energy consumption, as well as its mobility, safety, and environment.  Several other innovative projects were approved elsewhere in the state, including an Adaptive Signal Demo on LI and a Rideshare program in Ithaca.
e. PON 1093, New York State Bio-Fuel Station Initiative is still open.  The goal of the program is to create an expanded network of stations for the public and private vehicles that are capable of being operated on these renewable fuels.  Over 30 E-85 stations (11 in the Capital District) have been funded from this initiative.
2. 
 CDTC: 

a. The vanpool demonstration program is slowing moving along.  This program is funded by NYSERDA. The first vanpool got started in August.  Six people commute daily from Johnstown NY to the Watervliet Arsenal, about 110 miles per day. Two additional vanpools have been formed by Arsenal employees—one from Wilton and one from Ballston Spa.  CDTC is working with the VA Hospital in Albany and Albany Med to identify potential vanpool markets. 
3.
NEWS AROUND THE TABLE:

a.  Charlotte Valley CSD: The school district received two Propane School Buses (using funding from the USDOE Clean Cities ARRA funding solicitation) and is considering the purchase of two additional vehicles.
b. Brown Coach: The HEV Schoolbus Demonstration project is extended through June 2010.  Brown has received an additional plug-in hybrid to be tested as part of the demo.  The first year data show that the Charge sustaining schoolbus achieves very little improvement in fuel efficiency whereas the plug-in hybrids see an increased fuel efficiency during the first 20 miles of operation.
c. New York Bus Sales: New York Bus Sales sells cut-aways that run on CNG or Propane.  Municipalities using propane are eligible for the $0.50 per gallon tax credit per GGE purchased.
d. UAlbany-UAlbany ordered two Thomas charge sustaining HEV 36 passenger buses. UAlbany uses B5 in the winter and B20 in the warmer months.
e. CDTA—CDTA just partnered with Price Chopper to begin a program much like the Fuel “AdvantEdge” program that provides discounts for bus passes.  CDTA and CDTC developed a Bike Rack Program (proposals are due on March 12th).  The program provides free approved bike racks to the public sector and non-profits, up to a $1,000 value, and provides 50/50 cost sharing of approved bike racks for the private sector, also up to a $1,000 value.
f. East Greenbush CSD—The School District is planning on purchasing the PHEV IC Corp/ENOVA school bus later this year (using funding from the USDOE Clean Cities ARRA funding solicitation)
g. NYSDOT —Pete Rea reported that NYSDOT is addressing the CNG fueling issues that he reported at the December Clean Communities meeting.  Pete is involved in a study of current and future Park-and-Ride Lot needs that will begin shortly.
h. Albany Airport—The Airport is expanding its CNG Parking Shuttle fleet by one vehicle.  The Airport began using CNG buses in 2000 and is very pleased with their performance. The Airport is eligible for a fifty cent per GGE credit for the CNG fuel they use; the Airport will likely receive a $100,000 rebate.  The airport has also been replacing lighting fixtures which more energy efficient fixtures.  National Grid has a program (Small Business Energy Efficiency Lighting Program) that helps finance the replacement.  The payback for replacing fixtures is 1 to 1.5 years.
i. Barton and Loguidice—The feasibility study to construct a 20 acre solar farm on a closed landfill in Clifton Park is nearing completion.  If feasible, this project would produce enough electricity to power all the municipal buildings associated with the site and would also sell power back to the grid.

j. Ward Diesel—Ward Diesel sells DOC’s and DPF’s to schools.  Ward also has a passive active DPF plug-in that several school districts have purchased with good results.
Next Meeting

This group will meet again on Thursday June 17, 2010 at CDTC’s offices from 10:00 am to noon.  CDCC staff is open to suggestions regarding presentation ideas for this meeting.
