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Meeting Notes

Attendance

David Ardman, Barton & Loguidice

Steve Brown, Brown Coach

Jeremiah Haley, American Honda

Mike Koch, UAlbany

Steve Iachetta, Albany International Airport

Mary Ellen Mallia, UAlbany

Terry McCart, New York Bus Sales

Mark Noeth, East Greenbush Central School District

Pete Rea, NYSDOT Region 1

Troy Rider, Charlotte Valley CSD

Adam Ruder, NYSERDA

Ed Sawicki, Matthews Buses, Inc.

Chris Smith, Schenectady County DEPW

Joe Tario, NYSERDA

Deborah Stacey, CDTC Staff, CDCC Coordinator
Mila Vega, CDTA

Marissa Wamsley, Charlotte Valley CSD

SUMMARY NOTES:  Joe Tario from NYSERDA provided a presentation on the Transportation related Energy Projects that NYSERDA has funded:

Joe started the presentation by providing some background information about NYSERDA.  NYSERDA was created in 1975.  NYSERDA gets the majority of their funding from the System Benefits Charge that is added onto electric utility bills.  This surcharge must be used to fund programs to improve the reliability of the grid and do Grid related research.  ,NYSERDA employs about 325 people and has different divisions.  Joe works in the Research division, while Adam Ruder and Patrick Bolton (both participants of the CDCC) work in Deployment.
Governor Spitzer passed the “15 by 15” initiative, which must decrease electric consumption in NYS by 15% by 2015.   Governor Paterson, went a step further with the “45 by 15” initiative, which must increase the use of renewable energy by 45 percent by 2015.   As a result, NYSERDA has funded many unique initiatives that have the ability to reduce fuel consumption and demand on the Grid:
· NY Best Battery Consortium (GE will manufacture batteries in Schenectady)

· Plug-in Charging Pedestals (20 Pedestals in Syracuse and Buffalo by Spring 2010)

· Plug-in Hybrid Electric Vehicle Demo Program (70 PHEV’s coming to NY)

· Truck Anti-Idling Programs (1 Billion gallons of diesel are consumed annually due to truck idling)

· Solar Bus Stops and Trash Receptacles

· Weight in Motion for Truck Inspection

The group thanked Joe for the information he presented; Joe’s Presentation will be posted with these notes, on the CDCC website.  Steve Iachetta commented that although the PHEV technology has the potential to achieve high fuel efficiency, a person should factor in the delivery charge for electricity and lost load factors.

Coalition members then turned their attention to the agenda:
1. NYSERDA
a. NYSERDA facilitated submissions under the USDOE Clean Cities Funding Opportunity Area of Interest 4.  Eight CDCC coalition members were approved for funding under this solicitation. Adam has contacted project sponsors and requested that they complete required paperwork.  The “official’ award will be announced by the end of the year, which will allow sponsors to spend the monies.

b. Round 2 under NYSERDA RFP 1613 was due on October 26th.  This program provided statewide funding for the installation of energy conservation measures including: energy efficiency, renewable energy, and clean fleet projects. Over 300 applications were received.  It is uncertain at this time if there will be a Round 3 under this PON.
c. Funding under the NYSERDA Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant (EECBG) Program will be announced next week.  This program will be open to municipalities that have not received direct funding from USDOE under this item. A variety of activities will be eligible for funding, including anti idling, traffic signal coordination, transportation demand management activities, bicycle and pedestrian projects, building retrofits, and developing zoning guidelines for energy efficient development.
d. In Spring 2010, NYSERDA will announce another round of funding under the Clean Air School Bus Program.  Coolant Heaters will be an eligible expense for the first time this year.  Installation of Diesel Oxidation Catalysts (DOCs) and Diesel Particulate Filters (DPF’s) will continue to be eligible activities. 
2. 
 CDTC: 

a. CDTC recently sent out letters to area municipalities requesting applications for projects to be funded under the 2010-15 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) update.  Federal Highway and transit monies cannot be spent in the region unless they are programmed through CDTC’s TIP process.  Funding allocations are not known at this point in time, but it was a solicitation for projects will position the region to be ready to move projects forward once allocations are known.  Eighty-three projects, totaling $583 million were submitted by project sponsors.  CDTC staff is currently evaluating the projects using standard evaluation criteria that were developed explicitly for the TIP.
b. The vanpool demonstration program is moving along.  This program is funded by NYSERDA. The first vanpool got started in August.  Six people commute daily from Johnstown NY to the Watervliet Arsenal, about 110 miles per day. The second vanpool from Wilton to the Watervliet Arsenal will hit the road the week before Christmas.  CDTC is working with the VA Hospital in Albany to identify potential vanpool markets. 
3.
NEWS AROUND THE TABLE:

a.  Charlotte Valley CSD: the school district received two Propane School Buses (using funding from the USDOE Clean Cities ARRA funding solicitation).  The school does not have a Propane filling station on-site and is interested in pursuing this.  The school is very pleased with the vehicle performance, especially since much of the routes cover hilly terrain.  CDCC members suggested that the school look at the NYS Contract for Propane fueling, since it is possible to get a free fueling installation through this process. The school is also installing a geo-thermal heating system for their buildings.
b. Matthews Buses: Matthews Buses is looking for a company or agency to partner with to help pay for and test a hybrid-electric 32 passenger bus with wheelchair seating.  The bus is not on the open market because it has not gone through the rigorous Altoona testing process.
c. New York Bus Sales: Terry McCart has brought a 12 passenger wheelchair accessible HEV bus to today’s meeting for display if anyone around the table is interested. The vehicle has a gasoline engine with an electric booster.  The electric motor does not kick-in at high speeds, so the fuel efficiency gains are found on lower speed, local routes.
d. UAlbany-UAlbany submitted an application under the DOE Clean Cities solicitation for Hybrid-Electric buses.  Bids were due on December 8th.  UAlbany is also in receipt of a NYSERDA grant for the purpose of studying commute patterns and alternatives for the campus and State Office Campus area.  As a result, the region’s first car share program will be launched in the near future.  SUNYA is also initiating a bike share program and is looking for bicycle donations. 
e. Schenectady County DEPW—The DEPW would like to purchase alternative fuel pick-up trucks and service vehicles as replacements to vehicles in their fleet that will be retired shortly.  The county would also look to look at alternative fuel or duel fuel dump trucks as an option.
f. East Greenbush CSD—The School District is planning on purchasing the PHEV IC Corp/ENOVA school bus in 2010 (using funding from the USDOE Clean Cities ARRA funding solicitation)
g. NYS DOT —Pete Rea reported that NYSDOT invested heavily in the CNG platform, but that there are fueling issues when employees take the CNG State cars to meetings and conferences.  PSI levels are very low, which makes filling the vehicle a timely activity.
h. Albany Airport—The Airport just completed an electric energy audit.  As a result, they will be replacing lights with Compact Fluorescent light bulbs and will likely achieve large savings in their electric bill.
i. Barton and Loguidice—Dave Ardman is involved in a project that would create a 20 acre solar farm on a closed landfill in Clifton Park.  This project would produce enough electricity to power all the municipal buildings associated with the site and would also sell power back to the grid.
Next Meeting

This group will meet again on Thursday March 11, 2010 at CDTC’s offices from 10:00 am to noon. 

